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ADzcLaRraTi0N of the Lord General 
and hu Councel of Officers. 


©. Ur Inteption is not togive an accomprt at 
Wre this time of che Grounds, which firlt ino- 
ved us to take up Arms , and cogage pur 
Lives and all that was dear unto £s,in this 
Cauſe; nor to tmind in this Declaration 
the various Diſpenſations through which 
Earns & DivineProyidence hath led us,or the wit- 
nefſe the Lord hath born, and che many figi:all Teſtimonies of 
acceptance, which he harh given to the figcere endeavours of 
his upwerthy Servants, whuleſt they were conteſting with the 
many and great dithculties xs wel in the Wars,as other Tranſ- 
actions in the three Nations ; being neceſſitated for the de- 
fence of the ſame Cauſe they firſt alerted, to have recourſe un- 
to Extraordinary ARtons, the ſame being evident by former 
Declarations publiſhed on that behalf. 

After it badpledſed God nor onely to reduce 1relard, and 
Jive in Sco;:lavd, but ſo marveliouſly to appear for his people 
at Worceſter, that thoſe Nations were reduced to a great de- 
gree of Peace, and Exg/and to perfeRt quiet , and thereby the 
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- Parliament had gportunity” te give the people the harveſt of 
' all cheir labopr;blaod,and creaſure,and to; ſertle a due Liberty 


both in reference to Civill and Spirituall things , whercunto 
they were obliged by their duty,their engagements,as alſo the 
greatand wonderfull things which God had wrought for 
them z, It was matter of much grief to the good. aud wel-af» 


| feed ob the Land, to obſerve the hieele progreſs which . was 
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made therein; who PT 20 ed to the Army,expe&ing 
Redrels by their means : Notwithſtanding which, the Army 
being unwilling to meddle with the Civill Authority, in mat - 
ters {0 properly appertaining to it,it was agreed, That his Ex - 
cellency and Othcers of the Army , which were Members o f 
Pariiainent, '{hou'd be deſired to move the Parliament to pro - 
cced vigorouſly in Reforming what was amiſs in Govern - 
ment,and to the ſettling of the Commonwealth upon a Foun « 
dation of J..\tice and Righteouſneſs; which having done, We 
hoped that the Parliament would ſeaſonably have anſwered * 
our expectation; bur finding ( to our grief ) delayes therein, 
We renewed our deſires in an humble Petition to them, which 
was preſented in eAuguft laſt : And although they at that 
time, ſignifying their good acceptance thereof, returned us 
thanks,and referred the particulars thereof to a Commirtee of 
the Houſe; yet no conſiderable effet was produced, nor any 
ſuch progreſs madegas might imply their real intentions to ac- 
compliſh what was petitioned for: But on the contrary,there 
more and more appeared amongft them an averſion to the 
things themſelvzs, with much bitterneſs and oppoſition to the 
people of God and his Spirit ating in them 3 which grew:ſo 
prevalent, that thoſe perſons of honor and integrity amongſt 
them, who had eminently appeared for God, and the Publick 
g00d,borh before and throng hent this War, were rendred of no 
further uſe in Parliament,then by mectinf,with a corrupt par- 

' ty to give them countenance to catry-on their ends; and for cf- 
feting the deſire they had of perpetuating themſelves in the 
Supream Gevernment. For which purpoſe the ſaid Party long 
oppoſed, and frequently declared themſelves againſt having a 
new Repreſentative : And when they ſaw themſelves necelsi- 
ratcd to take that Bill into conſideration, they reſolved to 
make uſe of it to recruit the Houſe with Perſons of the fame 

' ſpirit and temper , thereby to perpetuate their own-ſuting. 
Which intention, divers of the aRiveſt amongſt chem did ma- 
nifeft, labouring to perſwade others'to'a conſert-thatcia ; And 


the better to effe this,divers Petitions preparing from. ſeveral 
| Countics 
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| raged,if not 'fet on foot by many of them; 
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Counties for the continuance of this-Parliament were encou- 

For obviating of theſe evils,the Ottiters of the Army vbtai« 
ned ſeveral! Mcetings with ſome of the ?arliamete;to conſider 
what fittiog means and remedy might be applycd'to/ prevent 
the ſam?; But ſuch endeavors proving aſtogether ineffetuall, 
it became moſt evident to che Army, as they doubtnort'it al- 
ſo is to all conſidering Perſons, that this Parliament *throngh 
the corruption of ſeme,the jealoutie of orhers,the noh-atten= 
dance wid n-glig-nce of many, would nrver anſwer thoſe 
ends which God, his People, and the whole Narion-expe&ed 
from them: But that this Cauſe which the Lord hath ſo great- 
ly bleſled and bore witneſs to,mult necd> languith under their 
hands, and by degrees be wholly loſt, -and the lives, liberties 
and IN of his Pcople delivered into their enemies 
hands, | | 

All which bci.ig ſadly and ſeriouſly conſidered by the ho- 
neſt people of this Nation, as well as by the Army, and wiſ- 
dom and direction being ſought from the Lord; it ſeemed to 
be a duty incumbent upon us, who had ſcen+fo\much of the 
power and preſence of God going along with ts, to conſider 
of ſome more effeAuall means to ſecure the Cauſe which the 
good Pcople of chis Commonwealth had b-en ſo long engaged 
in,and to eſtabliſh R'ghceouſn:ſs and Peace in theſe Nations. 

And after much debate it was judged neceflary and agreed 
upon,that the SupreamAuthority ſhould be by the Parliament 
d. volv<d upon known Þ.rſons, men fearing God, and of ap- 
proved integrity,and th. Government of the Commonwealth 
committed unto th:m for a cime, as the moſt hopefull way ro 
encoura2e and countenance all Gods P-ople, reform the Law, 
and adminiſter Juſticeimpartially : Hoping th:reby the Peo- 
ple might forger Monarchy, and underſtanding their.truc in- 
rereft in th: cl:Rign of Succ-ſsive Parhaments- , may have 
the Governm2ut ſercled upon a tru« Baſis , without hazard 
to this glorious-Cauſe, or neceſsitating to keep up Aries for 
the defence of th* ſame. ____4 
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And beiog {till reſolved to mſeall means poſſible to, ayoid 
extraordinary courſcs,we,ptevailed with about twenty Mem- 
bers of Parliament to give; us a -Conference, with whom we 
freely and. plainly debated the neceſſity and Juſtneſle of our 
Propoſals.on that behalf: And did evidence that thoſe,and nat 
the A&under their conſideration, would moſt probably bring 
forth ſ@mething anſwerable to that Work , the Foundation 
whereof God himſelf bath laid, and is now carrying onin 
the World. 

The which notwithſtanding , found no acceptance, but in- 
ſtead thereof, it was offtered,that the way was to continue fill 
this preſent Parliament, as being that from which we might 
reaſonably expect all good things. And this being vehemently 
inſiſted upon, did much confirm us in our apprehenſions, that 
not any Love to a Repreſentative, but the making uſe there- 
of to recruit, and ſo perpetuate themſelves, was their aim. 

They being plainly dealt with aboyt this and told, that nei- 
ther the Nation, the HeneRt Intereſt,nor we our ſelves would 
be deluded by ſuch dealings; they did agree to meet again the 
next day in the afternoon for muryall ſati5faengit being con- 
ſented unto by theMembers preſenc,that endeavours ſhould be 
uſed, 'that nothing in the mean time ſhould be done in Parlia- 
ment that might exclude or fruftrate the Propoſals before 
mentioned- 

. - Notwithſtanding this, the next morning the Parliament did 
make more haſte then uſuall, ig carrying on their ſaid Ac, be- 
ing helped on thereinby ſome of the perſons engaged to us the 
night before; none of them which were then preſent, endea- 
vouring to oppoſe the ſame: And being ready to put the main 
| Quettion for conſ! umating the faid AR, whereby our aforeſaid 
_ -Propoſals would have been rendered void, and the way of 
bringing them into fair and full debate inParliament ebſtructed; 
for preventing whereof, and all the ſad and evill conſequences 
which myſt upon the grounds aforeſaid have enſued, & where- 
by at one blow the Intereſt of all honeſt mes, and of this glo- 
rious Cauſe had been in danger to be laid in the duſt, and theſe 
Nations 
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Nations embroikd in new Troubles, at a time when 0ur Ene- 
mies abroad ue Rog all advantages againſt; us, and- fone 
of them acually engaged in War withus : We have beert.ne- 
ceſfitated, though with muc hreluQtancy to pat an end to this 
Parliament; which yer we have done ( we hope) out of an 
honeſt heart, preferring this Cauſe above our Names, Lives, 
Families, or Intereſts, how dear ſoever; with clear intentions: 
and reall purpoſes of heart, to call to the Government, Perſons 
of approved fidelity and honeſty, believing, that as none wiſe 
will expe to gather Grapes of Thornes ; ſo good men will 
hope, that if perſons ſo qualified be choſen , the Fruits of a 
Juſt and a Righteous Reformation; ſo.long prayed andwiſhed 
for, will, by the Bleſſing of God , be in due time obtained, 
to the refreſhing of all thoſe good Hearts who have been pant- 
ing after thoſe things. 


Much more might have been ſaid,if it had been our deſire to 
Juſtifie our ſelvs by aſperfing others,and raking intothe miſgo- 
vernment of Afﬀairs;but we ſhal conclude with this:That aswe 
have bcen led by neceffity 8: Providence,to.aRt as we have done, 
even beyond & above eur own thoughts & defires: ſo we ſhal, 
and do, in that of this great Work which'is bthinde put our 
ſelves wholly upon the-Lord for a bleſſing; profefling,we look 
not.to ſtand one day without his ſupport, much lefle to bring 
to paſſe any of the things mentioned and defired, without his 
aſſiſtance, and therefore do ſolemnly deſire and expe, that all 
men,as they would not provok theLord to their owa deſtruQi- 
on, ſhould wait for ſuch iflue as he ſhall bring forth, and to 
follow their buſiueſſe with peaceable ſpirits; wherein we pro- 
miſe them ProteQtien by his afliſtance,.. - | 

And for thoſe who profeſle their fear and Love tothe Name 
of God, that ſeeing in a great meaſure, for their fakes;and for 
righteouſneſſe ſake, we have taken our Lives in our hands to 
do theſe things, they would be inſtant with the Lord day and 
night on our behalf, that we may obtain grace from him; and 
ſecing we have made ſo often mention of his Name, that we 

* may 


TW ee, 
may-hot do the leaſt diſhonovur thereunto: which indeed would - | 
be'our covfulion , and a ſtain to the whole profeſſion'of 
Goda: oof INH EGS k % 

- We beſecch them alſo to liven all humility,meekneſs, righ- 
teouſneſſe and love one towards another, and towards all men 
that ſo they' may put to ſilence the ignorance of the fooliſh,” 
who falſly accuſe them; and to know, that the late great and 
and plorious diſpenſations wherein the Lord hath ſo wonder- 
fully appearcd in bringing forth theſe things by the travell and 
bloud of his Children, ought to oblige them ſo to walkin the 
wiſdom/and love of Chriſt,as may'cauſe others to honour their 
holy profeſſion, brcauſe they fee Chriſt tobe in them of a truth. 


We do further purpoſe before it be lohg, more particularly 
to ſhew the grounds of our Proceedings; and the Reaſons of 
this late great Action and Change, which in this we have but 
hinted at. | 


And we do laſtly declare, That all Judges,Sheriffs, Juſtices 
of the Peace, Majors, Bayliffs, Committees and Commiſſio= 
ners, and all other Civill Officers and Publick Miniſters what- 
ſoever within this' Commonwealth, or ahy parts thereof, do 
proceed in their reſpeive -Places and 'Ofhees ; and all Perſons 
whatſoever are to give obedience to them as fully as- when the 
Parliament was ſitting. Ae ts he L 


, 


Signed in the name, and by the apptintment of "fis 
E xcellency the Lord General! , and His Councell of 
Officers, | 
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